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TRIBUTE TO DR. GARY JEFFERS 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and acknowledge Dr. Gary Jeffers as 
he concludes his term of service as President 
of the Michigan Dental Association. 

After receiving an Artium Baccalaureatus 
degree from Malone College in 1969, Gary 
Jeffers went on, in 1971, to earn a Master of 
Science degree in Physiology and Pharma-
cology at Ohio University. He earned a Doctor 
of Dental Medicine degree at the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1975. Dr. Jeffers pursued grad-
uate training at the United States Navy Re-
gional Medical Center in Portsmouth, Virginia, 
the Veterans’ Administration Medical Center in 
Atlanta, Georgia and at Emory University. 

Dr. Gary Jeffers was a member of the 
United States Navy Dental Corps from 1972 
until 1979. He was employed as a Resident 
Instructor at Emory University and then as a 
Clinical Instructor at the University of Pitts-
burgh’s School of Dental Medicine. Dr. Jeffers 
built a private practice of Oral and Maxillo-
facial Surgery in North Canton, Ohio before 
joining the staff of the University of Detroit 
Mercy School of Dentistry in July 1985 where 
he continues to be a Tenured Associate Pro-
fessor. 

Prior to being elected as President of the 
Michigan Dental Association, Dr. Jeffers 
served on the MDA Board of Trustees as the 
trustee of the 18th district before serving as 
MDA president-elect and as vice president. 
Having completed his term as President, he 
will continue to serve the MDA Board as past 
president. 

Dr. Jeffers’ extensive involvement with the 
MDA and organized dentistry is evident in the 
numerous committees and task forces on 
which he has served. These include the Ref-
erence Committee on Membership, Bylaws 
and Dental Practice; Board Committee on Fi-
nance, Board Planning Work Group for Stra-
tegic Planning, and the Washington VIsitation 
team. In addition, Dr. Jeffers chaired the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs; MDA Insur-
ance & Financial Group Endorsed Services 
Committee; and the MDA/MDAA and the 
MDA/MDHA task forces. He is also a past 
president of the Detroit District Dental Society 
and has served the American Dental Associa-
tion in various capacities. 

Dr. Jeffers’ work outside the MDA bears ac-
knowledgement. He is a licensing examiner for 
the North East Regional Board and spent four 
years serving on the Michigan Board of Den-
tistry. He also served as assistant to the Dean 
of Legislative Affairs at UDM and instigated 
the dental school’s legislative activity on both 
the state and national level. During his tenure 
at UDM, Dr. Jeffers spearheaded a proposal 
resulting in an important $2 million HUD con-
struction grant that was used to help relocate 
the dental school to its current facility. 

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Gary Jeffers concludes 
his term as President of the MDA I am re-
minded of the words he spoke to first year 
dental students. These words bear remem-
bering; ‘‘Ethics is not something that is easily 
taught or learned. It comes from within your 
heart and your soul.’’ Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Dr. Gary Jef-

fers and in recognizing his years of loyal serv-
ice to our community and country. 
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RECOGNITION OF MR. JOEL 
ALLISON 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, February 17, 2011 marks the 9th 
Annual Virginia Chandler Dykes Leadership 
Award luncheon. On this day, the award will 
be bestowed upon a dedicated leader in the 
Dallas community, Mr. Joel Allison. Mr. Allison 
will be presented the award by Dr. Ann Stuart, 
Chancellor and President of Texas Woman’s 
University and the Bank of Texas. 

In 2002, the award was established in honor 
of notable Dallasite Virginia Chandler Dykes, a 
health care provider committed to professional 
and civic achievements in her public service 
through helping others. Past award recipients 
include: Kathleen Mason, 2010; Caroline Rose 
Hunt, 2009; T. Boone Pickens, 2008; Lindalyn 
Adams, 2007; Dr. and Mrs. Kern Wildenthal, 
2006; Gretchen Minyard Williams and J.L. 
‘‘Sonny’’ Williams, 2005; Geraldine ‘‘Tincy’’ 
Miller, 2004; and Susan and Charles Cooper, 
2003. 

Mr. Allison has been with Baylor Health 
Care System (BHCS) since 1993 and was 
promoted from Chief Operating Officer to 
Chief Executive Officer in 2000. Under his vi-
sionary leadership, Baylor remains as a trust-
ed health care system where patients can go 
to receive safe, compassionate, quality health 
care. BHCS has been ranked by US News as 
one of the best hospitals in the country for 
their care and treatment of kidney disorders, 
gastroenterology, and their rehabilitation serv-
ices. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. Allison for 
stellar leadership in the delivery of health care. 
Both he and Mrs. Dykes are a testament to 
the types of role models who inspire us to give 
our best in all that we do. 
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HONORING RAFAEL ‘‘RAY’’ 
TALIAFERRO 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary journalistic 
contributions of veteran KGO-AM radio jour-
nalist Rafael ‘‘Ray’’ Taliaferro as he is in-
ducted into the National Association of Black 
Journalists (NABJ) Hall of Fame. 

Renowned for his San Francisco Bay Area 
1 a.m. to 5 a.m. broadcast called, ‘‘The Early 
Show,’’ Ray Taliaferro has been a progressive 
voice in lively, late-night discussions of polit-
ical, cultural and current events for the past 25 
years. Moreover, Mr. Taliaferro’s entire broad-
casting career spans four decades, and he is 
recognized as the first African-American talk 
show host on a major market radio station in 
our nation’s history. 

Born February 7, 1939, Mr. Taliaferro grew 
up in the Hunters Point district of San Fran-

cisco. After getting his start in talk radio in 
1967 at San Francisco’s KNEW-AM, Mr. 
Taliaferro began a career in television—com-
muting daily to Burbank, California to host on 
KHJ-TV. Before long, he was hired as a news 
anchor for San Francisco’s KRON-TV station, 
and in 1977, he joined the team at KGO 
Radio. 

Throughout his trailblazing career, Mr. 
Taliaferro has been a fearless leader and a 
bold advocate for numerous causes. He was 
president of the San Francisco chapter of the 
NAACP from 1968 to 1971, helped found the 
National Association of Black Journalists in 
1975, and was honored by the San Francisco 
Black Chamber of Commerce in 1994 with the 
Black Chamber Life Award. Additionally, due 
to his tremendous efforts to help raise money 
for leukemia research, Mr. Taliaferro was 
named board president of the Northern Cali-
fornia Chapter of the Leukemia Society of 
America from 1995 to 2000. 

Among his many achievements, Mr. 
Taliaferro has fostered a tremendous involve-
ment in the arts. He led the San Francisco Art 
Commission for 16 years, was the Mayor’s 
Commissioner of the War Memorial Trustee 
Board from 1992 to 2000, and served as 
president of the Frederick Douglass Sympo-
sium. He currently serves as a member of the 
Board of Governors of The Commonwealth 
Club of California. And, in addition to his tal-
ents as an orator, Mr. Taliaferro is an accom-
plished musician who conducted the ‘‘Ray Tal 
Chorale’’ and served as the music director of 
Third Baptist Church. 

In September of 2010, Mr. Taliaferro was a 
recipient of another Hall of Fame honor 
through the Newseum in Washington DC, and 
in July of that year, the National Association of 
Black Journalists named ‘‘The Ray Taliaferro 
Entrepreneurial Award of Excellence’’ in his 
honor. A life-long Democrat, and one of the 
premier liberal talk show hosts in America, 
Ray Taliaferro has long encouraged civic en-
gagement through astute political commentary. 
Furthermore, his strength of opinion and jour-
nalistic passion continue to be a catalyst for 
community dialogue and healthy debate. 

As we join in celebration of Mr. Taliaferro 
and his fellow 2011 NABJ Hall of Fame in-
ductees, Ed Bradley, Eugene Robinson, Merri 
Dee and JC Hayward, we are reminded of the 
invaluable service that America’s journalistic 
community provides. What’s more, we cele-
brate the countless contributions that journal-
ists of color continue to make in the dissemi-
nation of news, the diversity of our media, and 
the history of our country. On behalf of Califor-
nia’s 9th Congressional District, Rafael ‘‘Ray’’ 
Taliaferro, we salute you. Thank you for your 
continued service to the Bay Area community 
and to our great nation. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE BUDGET REGARDING IN-
TERIM BUDGET ALLOCATION 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011 FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-
TIONS 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 8, 2011 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to Section 3 of House Resolution 5 and 
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